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Your Next Refrigerator 
When you buy your next refrigerator, whether it is run by 
electricity, gas, or kerosene, or cooled with ice, you'\l want to be 
sure you are getti,ng one that will hold at safe relrigerating tem-
peratures, operate efficiently, and last for many years. 
Consider the features that make a refrigerator easy to use and 
adaptable to the special needs of the family. Before you buy, talk 
with your fr·iends and neighbors about the kind· they have. 
Knowledge of what to look for and some shop.ping around are 
well worth your time and effort. Among the most important 
things to consider are type of operation, amount and kind of food 
storage space, over-all construction, insulation, surface, surface 
finishes, shelf and space flexibility and, ease of cleaning. 
Types of Refrigeration 
Ice, kerosene, gas, or electricity may produce the low tempera-
ture in a refrigerator. You will have to choose the power you can 
get in your locality. 
Select a refrigerator which is for the specific kind of gas you 
are using or type of current and voltage which you can get from 
your power line. 
There a-re now three types of electric refrigeration: 
1. Conventional type with increased space for frozen foods. 
2. The two-temperature n;frigerator with ample space for stan-
dard refrigeration, plus a large compartment for frozen 
foods. 
3. The home freezer designed for freezing and storage of 
frozen foods. 
About Construction 
You may not be able to judge whether a refrigerator is well 
built. Construction factors that count most are hidden. Labels do 
not tell how the refrigerator is built or how it will perform. 
The Cabinet 
The cabinet may be all steel or it may have a wooden frame 
with metal inside and out. Either is satisfactory. Baked-on synthet-
ic enamel and porcelain enamel are the finishes used on present-
day refrigerators. Both are smooth and easy to clean and wili not 
crack, chip, or peel if treated with ordinary care. Porcelain enamel 
may chip from a sharp blow and cannot be repaired satisfactorily 
in the home. 
Electric, gas, and kerosen~ refrigerators have one piece porce-
lain linings with rounded corners. These are long-wearing, easy to 
clean, and keep the refrigerator from absorbing food odors. In 
most ice refrigerators porcelain is used only for the bottom, where 
hardest wear comes. The bottom of the food e:ompartment is usu-
ally finished with special acid-resisting porcelain. 
The lining of the ice compartment in an ice refrigerator is of 
non-rusting metal, usually galvanized iron. The rack to hold the 
ice may be of galvanized iron or of such metals as enamel and 
stainless steel. Copper is best for µie drain pipe. 
The base of the cabinet mly rest flat on the floor, or there may 
be space between floor and cabinet. The top may be flat or slightly 
rounded. 
The door may open fr9m either the right or the left. Choose a 
refrigerator with the opening on the side nearest your kitchen cab-
inet or work table. Be sure the door fits tightly with non-sagging 
hinges and a gasket seal which will keep out warm air. Try this-
on each side insert a sheet of paper _and close the door. You should 
not be able to remove the paper easily. 
Hardwa•re should be of good quality, non-rusting metal. 
Insulation 
For economical operation there should be adequate insulation. 
Materials used most frequently are rock wool, cork, or fiber glass 
in a blanket form and braced to the walls. It should be three to 
four inches thick. Ask to see a sample wall section in the store. 
The Motor 
Most electric refrigerators have a completely enclosed motor 
unit, known as a "hermetically sealed" unit. This motor needs no 
oiling. 
The Evaporator 
The location and size of the evaporator ( freezer compartment) 
may help you decide on the model to choose. Normal food storage 
space may be sacrificed in order to make more space available for 
storage of fro~en foods. 
The Condenser 
The condenser needs to be cleaned several times during the 
year. It should be located within easy reach for cleaning. Keep it 
free from dust and lint. A stiff brush or dusting tool of the vacuum 
cleaner is best for this job. Always disconnect an electric refriger-
ator before cleaning the condenser. 
The Compressor 
'The compressor keeps the liquid and vapor in circulation. 
Electricity runs the motor that operates the compressor. Modern 
household refrigerators are equipped witli hermetically sealed 
compressors. The lubricant is sealed in for a lifetime of operation. 
No dust, air, or moisture can get at the moving parts. 
Approval Seals 
The seal of the Underwriter's Laboratories on electric, gas, or 
kerosene refrigerators means the refrigerating system and electri-
cal connections are approved as safe. · 
Look for the AGA star of approval on a gas refrigeraotr. This 
star means the refrigerator meets the requirements of the Ameri-
can Gas Association and the American Standards for good con-
struction and performance. 
The Guarantee 
Read the guarantee carefully. Most manufacturers guarantee 
that the refrigerator is free from defects in materials and work-
manship. , 
Find out whether th~re is an authorized service agency nearby 
before you buy. If there is not, •replacement parts may be hard to 
get when needed. 
Special Features 
Note the special features of the different models of refriger-
ators and consider their advantages. Remember that each adds to 
the cost, though it may make no difference in the actual operation. 
You will probably want some special features because they will 
help you make the bestuse of your refrigerator. Whether or not 
they are worth the extra cost to you depends on your own partic-
ular needs and what you like. 
Consider these: 
1. An ice tray release. 
2. An ice-cube release. 
3. An automatic feat~e to bring the refrigerator back to 
normal operation after defrosting. 
4. Non-tipping shelves of open bars. 
5. Adjustable shelves make refrigerator space adaptable to 
your needs. 
6. Divided shelves. 
7. A covered vegetable crisper for proper storage of fresh 
vegetables. 
8. Temperature control conveniently located that can be set for 
different temperatures. 
. Other Features 
1. A dry storage bin gives extra storage space for potatoes, 
root vegetables, canne~ goods. 
2. A meat container makes it easy to store meat properly. 
3. Sliding shelves bring food from the back part of refrigera-
ator into easy reach. 
4. Narrow shelves on inside of door are handy for small jars 
and fruit. 
5. A light inside helps locate food more easily. 
6. Large size cooling unit_ gives extra ice cube capacity. 
7. A storage compartment for frozen food may be desired. 
8. A new ultra-violet lamp i~proves sanitary and flavor condi-
tions and by its bacteria killing rays preserves food longer. 
Size to Buy 
Choose a refrigerator that is big enough. The size of the box 
you need depends upon: · 
1. Kind of food you most often store. 
2. How much frozen foods, frozen desserts, and ice cubes you 
use. 
3. How often you buy and prepare food. 
4. The size of your family. 
Check your famillJ needs this way: a family of two needs at 
least a six cubtc foot refrigerator. For each additional two persons 
add an extra cubic foot. 
Operation and Upkeep · 
The purchase price of a refrigerator doesn't tell the whole 
story of the costs. Find out how much it will cost to run the differ-
ent kinds as well as the initial cost. 
Tests show that household refrigerators of the six cubic foot 
size use monthly an average of about: 
30 kilowatt-hours electricity, or 
15 gallons kerosene, or 
1,000 cubic feet natural gas, or 
1,800 cubic feet manufactured gas, or 
700 pounds ice. 
Multiply these a~ounts by the local cost per unit to get an idea 
about how the cost of one type of operation compares with an-
other. The actual cost in your home, may be more or less than 
these averages as conditions vary in different homes and at differ-
ent times. 
Give Your Refrigerator Good Care 
To get the best service from· your refrigerator, treat it well. 
Follow these simple rules: 
1. Place it level, in a cool spot allowing sufficient space at back 
and above for ventilation. Have it away from hea;: such as 
ranges and radiators. 
2. Keep it at the right temperature. 
3. Follow directions for defrosting. 
4. Keep every part clean. Wash interior with water and baking 
soda, rinse and wipe dry. 
5. Have repairs made at once. 
6. An electric refrigerator should go on a circuit with no other 
outlets. For a gas refrigerator be sure to use the size pipe 
recommended by the manufacturer. 
7. Avoid overloading. 
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